This volume is essentially a reference book which will bo bought by libraries rather than individuals. Nevertheless it makes interesting reading and will be useful to workers in the neurological sciences.
I THE student of physiology, be he a medical, dental or science undergraduate or a postgraduate working for a primary examination, is faced with a large range of textbooks which may be classified as small, medium and large, and as basic or applied. The small textbook, e.g. Binnion, Green, contains considerable factual information adequate for examination purposes, but there is not much room for detailed explanation and illustration from experimental and clinical sources. The medium-sized textbook, e.g. Ganong, Horrobin, contains more explanation and/or more facts, and is suitable for the average student as a working textbook which he will buy. The larger textbook, e. research work, and lists of references which in some cases, would require a lifetime for their complete assimilation. I would classify Samson Wright as one of the smaller of the large textbooks. As such, it is probably best reserved for consultation, or for the student who can cover the basic "facts" without difficulty and is particularly interested in their experimental basis. Despite the book's name, the application of physiological knowledge to the study of human disease processes comprises quite a small proportion of the book, which is mainly concerned with basic physiology. This latest edition of a textbook dating from 1926 differs from the previous edition in having a more modem style-the pages are smaller, the book is available in soft-back form-and the traditional picture of Professor Samson Wright has been omitted. I was disappointed that the foreword consisted solely of a catalogue of changes since the previous edition, without any suggestion as to the philosophy and aims of the book. My impression is a book crammed with facts, useful for reference by the advanced student or his teacher, but making rather dull reading.Perhaps this is almost inevitable in a venerable textbook gradually brought up-to-date. THI factors which cause cells to divide, as in wounds, to stop dividing when healing is complete, or to start dividing and failing to stop, as in the growth of tumours, are scarcely understood. Cell culture offers a means of searching for and studying these factors separately and this Ciba Symposium, from which only the initiated will get full value, shows
